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As a new governance model, network governance is a trial for government, when 
the environment getting more complicated, it cooperated with private organizations, 
NGOs and citizens to manage the public affairs, and the purpose is to provide public 
goods and public service better for the people. Based on the enterprise network 
governance theory, this article elaborates the connotation and characteristics of 
network governance. As a key part of this article, the author analyses the five 
mechanisms of network governance and introduces the three operational forms of it, 
which are polycentric governance, partnerships and policy network. Connecting with 
China’s current situation, the thesis describes the practice of villager self-government, 
community self-government and E-government, which are regarded as the application 
of network governance thinking in China. The author intends to offer a few 
suggestions for them on the basis of the characteristics of network governance. 
This thesis is composed of four parts, about 30,000 words. 
The first part is about the connotation of network governance, which involves the 
concept of network and the governance theory. In this part, it takes the enterprise 
network governance theory as a reference, and focuses on the analysis of the 
connotation and characteristics of network governance. 
The second part introduces the operational forms of network governance. 
Polycentric governance, partnerships and policy network are the three popular pattern 
of network governance in western countries. 
The third part is about the five mechanisms of network governance, which are 
adaptation mechanism, trust mechanism, coordination mechanism, integration 
mechanism and maintenance mechanism. The five mechanisms are complementary in 
practice and only with the right governance tools, they can exert great effects. 
The fourth part examines China’s application of network governance. It focuses 
on the practice of villager self-government, community self-government and 
E-government. The author gives some suggestions on how to improve China’s 
network governance practice. 
Putting forward the governance mechanisms and emphasizing the local adaptation 
of network governance are the main targets of this thesis. The author intends to 













strengthen its practical meaning for China. However, limited with the researching 
capability, the analysis of network governance is not completed, and the empirical 
study is not very supportive, which only can be improved in later research. 
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 市场模式 政府科层模式 治理网络模式 
基本关系 契约和财产权 雇佣关系 资源交换 
依赖性程度 独立 依赖 相互依赖 
交换媒介 价格 权威 信任 
冲突解决和协调的方
式 
讨价还价和法院 规则和命令 外交式斡旋 
文化 竞争 从属与服从 交互作用 
资料来源：Gerry Stoker (Eds.) (1999). The New Management of British Local Governance. Forwarded by R. 
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